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Message Text 


FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM TEHRAN DATED FEBRUARY 14, 1978 
SENT SECSTATE WASHDC IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRET TEHRAN 1608 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV IR US IS SG 

SUBJ( BRIEFING ON SADAT VISIT TO WASHINGTON-SHSH'S MEETING WITH 
BEGIN 

REF: STATE 35494 

1 . IN LENGTHY AUDIENCE WITH SHAH MORNING FEB 14, 1 

BRIEFED HIM ON SADAT’S VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND DREW UPON REFTEL 

TO PREP HIM FOR HIS MEETING WITH BEGIN. SHAH TOLD ME BEGIN 

HAS ASKED TO DELAY HIS VISIT SEVEN DAYS AND WILL THEREFORE NOT 

ARRIVE UNTIL NEXT WEEK. 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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2. UPON COMPLETION OF MY BRIEFING ON SADAT VISIT, SHAH 
EXPRESSED SATISFACTION THAT US HAD CONVINCED HIM TO PERSEVERE 

AND BELIEF THAT SCENARIO WE HAD AGREED FOR DELIBERATE NEGOTIATION G 
PROCESS WAS SOUND. 

3. AS FOR BEGIN, SHAH SAID HE HAD INFORMED LOCAL ISRAELI 
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REP THAT BEGIN WAS JAOPARDIZING PEACE OF ENTIRE 

AREA BY HIS INSISTENCE UPON THE ILLEGAL SETTLEMENTS WHICH 

HE PERMITTING IN OCCUPIED TERRITORY. 

4. IN DISCUSSING BEGIN'S DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS, 

SHAH ACKNOWLEDGED THEY WERE REAL, BUT SAID WE COULD, IN 
RELATIVE TERMS, CONTEMPLATE THE COLLAPSE OF BEGIN'S 
COALITION WITH SOME EQUANIMITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, SADAT 
WAS "INDISPENSABLE". IF HE WERE TO COLLAPSE, A NEW 
EGYPTIAN GOVT WOULD BRING A TOTALLY DIFFERENT OUTLOOK 
TO PEACE IN THE AREA. HE SAID HE WOULD TRY TO CONVINCE 
BEGIN THAT ISRAEL MUST NOT PERMIT SADAT TO PERISH. 

5. THE SHAH NOTED WITH SOME AMUSEMENT THE ASPERITY WHICH 
MARKED BEGIN AFD DAYAN'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE VANCE PRESS 
CONFERENCE. HE FELT THOSE COMMENTS WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
IN THE UNITED STATES AFD THAT THE CONGRESS WOULD BACK THE 

PRES IN A STIFF CONFRONTATION WITH BEGIN AT THIS STAGE 
"PERHAPS FOR THE FIRST TIME"". 

6. FINALLY, THE SHAH UNDERTOOK TO INFORM US IMMEDIATELY OF 
THE RESULTS OF HIS MEETING WITH BEGIN. 

7. THE DEPT IS REQUESTED TO PASS THIS MESSAGE TO CAIRO 
AND TEL AVIV. 

SULLIVAN UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 
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